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1- Political Cran.es Abroad. 


the vast fortn:..nt, even anart from the .omentous day of 
December lst, 1423 nroves or .rest political interest in Europe. 
In four ccuntries j,overnnentel or continental chan.,es have t«ken 
place and ore are pening. 

On December Grd, ... Sriand, a man no lonser yung, and in 
ill-health, who had just travelled all day from the signing of 
the Locarno Treaties, made his dramatic speecii in the Chambre 
des Deputés at four o'clock in the morning, and secured ti:.ereby 
the passing of his first rinence Sill in the teeti of severe 
oonosition. On the rollowing day his apneal in the Senate pro- 
cured its adoption witout amendment, 30 the the srench vovermaent 
ty a furtner nolicy of inflation was ensured a short breathing 
svece in vic’ to prepare its Budgct. The text of this docunaent, 
the work of **. Loucheur, was published on December 9th and provides 
for the raising of £56,000,000 of fresh revenue in 1926, and 
£64,00C,000 in 1927. Some four-undea-nelf million sterling is 
recuired to balance the [Tudget, and tnis is to be obtained partly 
by increased rates of direct taxation, as follows: 

(1) 12% to 20% on income derived from built and unbuilt 

property. 

12% to 20% on income from marketable securities. 

12% to 20% on income from interest on loans. 

9.6% to 12% on commercial and industrial profits. 

7.2% to 10% on agricultural nrofits. 

7.2;; to 10% on salaries and earnings in non-commercial 
professions. 

The second part of M. Loucheur's budget is concerned with the 
statutes of the new Sinking Fund for which 2,250,000,000 francs 
is necessary. Tris sum is to be raised from three sources: 

(1) A 10% tax on the first sale of buildings and businesses 
after the coming into force of the Act. 

(2) A progressive estate-duty of If to 7% on lecacies 
(This will be in addition to the present duties) 

(3) A 7% tax on sattlexnents of property made during the 
owner's lifetime. 

Of &. Loucheur's ¥inence Dill tue Chizaver found little good 
to say, in the debate which opaned on December 10th. It met 
with serious opnosition from nearly every party. Both Right and 
Left were for different reasons solidly against it, and it is 
clear that without consideraile alterntion it cannot pass the 
Chamber. This would in all »rovavility entail a series of debates 
such as occurred over ¥. Peainleve's sinance Bill, and consequent 
loss of time. Faced witi: t.is awkward dilemmas, the Onvosition 
suggest tant M. Loucneur shola resign, and that iL. Briand should 
choose another Finance “‘inister. Sor this position, lie Bokanowski 
would be their candidate. At tne time of writing, the policy of 
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the Government remains uncertain. 

In Gcormany, Herr Luther's Government, which was formed on 
Innucry 16th , resigned on December 5th, immediately after tho 
Chancellor's rsturn from London. Pr<esid:nt von Hindenburg, in 
acczpting this resignation, regqu:sted the Governmalnt to remain 
in office provisionally, until its succ ssor had been found. It 
is gontrelly b2li:vcd that irr Luth:r will try to form a new 
Cabinet, and if he succeeds there will be no change in the 
foreign policy, but the Socialists have put forward a number of 
conditions concerning internal affairs, upon the accoptance of 
which their support will depend. Another, though a fainter, 
possibility is thet the other leader of the Centre Party, Dr. 
Marx, may form a Coalition, under the leadership of the Centre, 
of all those parties favourable to the Locarno policy, that is to 
say all parties in the Reichstag with the exception of the 
Yationalists, the Fascists, the Economic Party and the Cormunists. 
The general inference however is that a less wide and more 
bourgoois coalition will be formed by Herr Luther. Of the any 
cabinet crises abroad, the German has without doubt excited the 
least domestic interest, though internationally it has been 
followed with the closest observation. 

On December 3ri, the Military Directory which has controlled 
the government of Spain since September, 1923, was succeeded by a 
half-military, half-civil Cabinet of Ministers. The Marquis de 
Estella (General Primo de Rivera}, remains at the head of affairs 
as Prime Minister, with Don Joss Yanguas Messia as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and the Duke of Tetuan as iinister for War. 
This change does not entail a complete return to the constitutional 
government which existed before the Directory. It was described 
by the Marquis de Estella as "a civil and economic dictatorship, 
with a more suitatle, but not less vigorous, organization". The 
now form of govermment provides for a Vice-Premiershin to act as 
a link between the Premier and the rest of the Catinet. Press 
censorsnip will continue with the same rigour as at present, and 
the right of public mocting will remain restricted. Civil 
governors will replace military governors in the provinces, and the 
Ministry will at once direct its full energies to the preparation 
of a properly-bslanced budget, to which end taxation will be 
re-organized on the basis of a tax on capital. The peseta is 
to be defended in every possible way. The Ministerial Statement 
issued on December 9th, declares that the present policy of co- 
operation with the ¥rench in lforocco will be prosecuted, and 
exyresses toe hope that the ‘ioroccan campaign will be concluded in 
the snring. In this latter connection, much interest has been 
caused in “adrid ty the recent correspondence between the “‘arquis 
de Estella and the leaster of the Catelan Independance party. 
(This correspondence forms tue subject of our second Special 
Topic). 
(Continued on Page 13) 
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2. Spanish Opinions on tho -‘joroccan 
Situation. 


A *rench monthly, "L'Afrique ¥rancaise" nublishes in its 
Noveriber issue a correspondence between Senor Cambo, the Catalon 
leader, and General Primo de Rivera liarquis of Estella, now Prime 
“Minister of Svain. 

These letters appeared originally in the Spanish Press, and 
free discussion of them was tiere nermitted vy the Censorsiiip, a 
fact which adds to their significance. 

Choosing the moment after the successful Spanish landing 
in Alhucemas Bay last October, Cameo presses for a nrolicy of 
complete abando:ment of Morocco, 10Ww tnat it can be done with 
honour. 

To tiis Priino de Rivera replied on October 2lst, in a long, 
rather veguely worded letter, severely criticising the Treaty 
provisions of 1904 and 1912 which left Spain without control of 
Tangier, and in possession of a coast zone too small to protect 
Ceuta and Melilla from attack by modern artillery. With a 
Literary shrug of the shoulders over the possibility of getting 
the otiier Powers concerned to revise tine Treaties, the Marquis 
of Estella asks his corrssnondcont how Snain is to get out of the 
orodicanent. He admits taat voluntary submission by the natives 
to Spanish rule is mor> than unlikely. On the otner hand he 
invites tue atvocates of evacuation to consider the conaequences of 
a “sauve-qui-peut", without however defining these. He holds out 
hope that in two years from now (if the Svanish arms suffer no 
reverse in the interval,) tne monthly bill for expenses mney ardp 
from its nresent figure of 25 to 30 million nesetas, to 10 or 12 
“illion, wiich he ¢escribes as a "Sigh but minimum" price. o- 
where in tne letter is there allusion to any benefits that Spain 
micht reckon on receiving in return. 

The note of enthusiasm for the tioroccen enterprise, so consvic- 
uous by its avsenca from tni3 corresnondence, is not suvvlied by 
the comments of any section of the Snanish press. 

Senor Caznbo pursucs his theme in a scrivs of srticlés published 
in "La veu de Catalunya" during Noveubcr. There ne advocates 
negotietions with Frenee and En.iand preliminary to a Spanish with- 


Arawal from ‘‘orocco, wich shrouil annerently not involve renunciition 


of all Snanish interests tire. 
ff. tris Primo de Rivera nudlisi:ed «# final cou entary, in 
wriich he sania that tne present iiojent, when spain srould ce reaping 


the fruit of tre victory of All:uceras, is not one in wiich to reveal 
the negotiatious entere? into by tne govern:cnt eitiuer nbroca er in 
orocco. ie thereforc will say no sore until facts sraii show thet 


the goverment has found a "dignificad and reasonavle solution" of 
tue “oroccen qucsation. 

It would sec> reesonarle to infcr from this tict Spain is takin, 
soundings with: resard to revision of the :toroccan Tresties. The 
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Act of Algeciras (1906) las 13 signetories, including dussia and 
the U.S.A. An Intcrnaticonai Confcrence would tnerefore be 
require’, in wiich the varticination of the two great noneieribors 
of tne Lengue would bo necessary. It would remain to be seen 
whether untsr these conditions the macrinery providcd by the 
er Covencnt for discussion ant revision of Trenties (Article 19) 
uld be exmloved. 
Thus it is obvious that if aad when the questicn becomes 

one of practical politics, it would nage important issues teyond 
those major ones of the control of tnxe Lcditerrancan strategic 
positions, which are inherent to iteelf. 

(Contributed). 


3. The Significance of Locarno. 


The i:0n¢es which the i‘inisters who signed the Treaty of 
Locerno hzve so frequently exvressed appear even at this short 
date to be justified. At the least the Treaty marks a new devel- 
opment in internrtionsl nolicy. It stands for the termination 
of the istoric nolicy of forming political alignments of the type 
of the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance, whero war and not 
peace was the implied nurvose of alliance. War, it is true, is 
in the final resort ~rovided for in the Treaty of Locarno, but the 
possibility of war has here, we hope, becn almost eliminated by 
the new system of bilateral guarantee. The machincry of the Pact 
is such that the country cormitting a hostile act automatically 
finds itself without allies. 

Tne significance of the Locarno Treaty is double. In tue 
first nlace, it is a business arrangement. In the past uuch has 
been said and little stability has resulted fron the claims made 
on thé historic political ties tetween countries on their blood 
kins”id. In te Locarno -~greement, these sentimental and frequently 
hisastrous directions given to tie conduct of international arfzirs 
are dispensed with in favour of a policy bosed on an almost mechan- 
ical nrovision for interneativaal neace. In the second place, es 
a compliment to the statesvanlike provisicns made in tne Treaty ror 
the maintenance of veace, titre hes anpcarcd a new international 
snirit - the spirit of Locarno. 

The Locarno Pact itself has given to Europe an Eastern ind a 
¥estern Pact. In omuletion of t4uis exanple narallol arrangeomontsa 
have boon aiyocated to mest the reqvirciicuts of countries cutside 
of the eignetories of the original Pact. At the instigation of 
vr. CANS ‘Plain, definite steps have been teken to form a Belkan 


Poet. urkey hes pronosed end Persia uns agreed to a pact to 
cluce Turk key, Grent Pritsin, Persia and Ireq for tne preservation 

oz tie nesce of the ::idcle fast. t¢ Swedish Governrent has uow 

trven the initiative in a ~ovemeat to unite the Scandinavian Povers, 


Pelond ena “inelnd and the Baltic St-tes ina suarantee pact 





Aescribed as 


It is interesting to note tust ir. Saldwin in speaking of 
tue negotiations whic resulted in the rccent Irish agreement 
attributed trucir success to the volicy of condliation emanating 


from Locarno. 


Perhans 


neig‘sbcur. 


witn the Soviet Governuent. The interview of 2%. Briand and i. 
Cuitcherin indicates the French attitude: All these point to ¢- 


reaanjustnent 

In vier 
Russia amons 
vork for the 
evident tinat 


in Europe wili not proceed injenendentl,; of Soviet Russia, nor 
nermit her to remain a disregzerded >but menacins ractor in iniere- 
naticnal effairs. 


Me. Briand's Cabinet. 


nolitics by the Locarno Treaty has been tno reco,nitiion in England 
of the necessity of tre establis:ment of some sort of divlomitic 
relationship with Soviz2t Russia. Gerrany has repeate@ly reiuscd 


to follow a noliicy onenly cirected against Ner powerful Eastern 

























~ 6 « 


a "Vorthern Locarno". 


the most invortant turn given to interna: ticnal 


Italy has definitely resuned dinlountiv dealings 


of relations with Soviet Russia. 

or tre decision of tie League Council to include 

tne States invited to ».rticinate in tre prenaratory 
General Disariw.ient Conference, it becomes increasing: 
any future movenrents for tite esi2blishkcent of pence 


— 


II. NOTES & NEWS. 








The composition of “%. Briand's new Cobinet (tne 8th he has 


formed since 


r 


. 


tie Bricnd (Soc. Ren.) Prime itinister and Minister for 


1 ‘94d bet tee 
s “te oy 


me 
en 


i. Daladier (Soc.Rad.)Public Instruction. 
it. de Monzie (Soc. 


if. TDaniel-Vincent 
‘+ Perrier pro Colonies. 


". Dursnd (Soc. Rad.) Agriculture. 


"i. Durafour (Soc.Rad.)jiLabour & Health. 










July, 1909) is as follows: 


2oreign Affairs. 
Renoult (Soc.Rad.) Justice. 
Chaute:rnal Soc.Rad.)Interior. 
Loucneur (Rad,Left) Finance. 
Painleveé Soc.Rep.) War. 
Leycues (Rep. de 
Gaucnre) Marine. 


Rep.) Public ‘orks. 


Rad.Left) Commerce. 


. Jourdain (Ren. de 


Saucie) Pensions. 








i 
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Italo-Bsyntian Agreement. 

Tle signing on Decen er 6th by Count Caccia Dominioni and 
Ziwar Pasha of an agreement wit: regerd to t..e dispute over the 
Jarabubd oasis on tne border of Egypt and the Italian colony of 
Cyrenaica, has brought to an anicable conclusion ne,otiotions 
wrich originated in 1919 at the Pesce Conference, and which have 
O°: more than one occasicn been t:rectens? wit-. runture. The 
frontier las now been rectified so tiati 2lthough tiie actual oasis 
of Jarabub is included in Cyrenaica, certain wells which tne 
Beyntian syovernment particulariy desired remain in its possession. 

Tne Jarabub agreement represents tine final discisarge of Great 
Britain's obligations to Itely undertaken in coimzon with nussia 
and Prance in Article 13 of the Treaty of London, (April 26th, 
1915). Tnis Treaty embodied tue conditions upon which Italy 
artreed to enter the Great War on the side of the Allies. In 
Article 13 it was agreed t:iat Italy should have a right to claim 
readjustment of ner colonsel frontiers, escecially “as regards the 
settlement in her favour of tiie questions reletive to tie frontiers 
of....Somaliland ani Libya...." Tne Tirst of these ws setiled by 
tue cessation of Jubaland by Great “ritain by treaty d-ted July 15th, 
1924; the new Jarabubd agreenent completes the bargain. 








manian Debt to the United States. 

On December lst, the Swucnion Debt ‘issicn in washington 
accepted tne American terms for te fundiny of tiseir debt to that 
country. he total amount of tie iedt was fixed at $46,508,000 
inciusive of arresrs of interest. Tue repaynrent covers total 
neriod of 52 vears and tlic instselvents begin wkh the low rigure of 
#20C,000, increasing by tne year 1939 to £,2,200,000. The rate of 
interest is 35%. 


International Railway Conference. 
An fetcrmtteat Reiaway Confcrence opened in “.osow on 


December 7th, to consider the protiem of through traffic from the 
Far East to Western Europe via Soviet Russia. Representatives 
from the Soviet Governnent, france, Germany, Japan, Latvia, Hstonia, 
Litiuania and Poland were revresented. The proposed route will 
cover 2brout 8,750 miles, 124 tie journey from Tokyc to Paris will 
take about 14 days. 





Soviet-Polish Trade. 

The firat nixed Soviet-Poiish treding company, called "Polrus", 
has just teen founded, with the suport o° both Governnents, for 
the furthering of trade between Polen? and Rusalea. It hes already 
started operations. 

Tre conciusion of thic Nusso-Polish Comuiercial Troety is still 
delayed aa certain Russian clauses regarding imports into Poland 
cannet be accepted by the Polish Goveriment. 
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TIIe GEV DRAL INTEREST. 
NOVERZER 28TH-DECELIBER 1leTH 


~ 
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Me. Briand succeeded in forming a Cabinet, wth . Loucheur 
as Finance Minister. (See Notes & News). 

AS A result of recent chan,es in Cnina, Chang Tsao-lin's 
nowers in Worth China are now negligible; Feng Yuehsi-cng 
appeare to be master or tne situation. 

President von Zindenburg signed tne law covering t- 
Locarno agreements end autnorizing Germnny to join the Lew.ue of 
Nations. 

Te Rumbold Commission left Belsraie for Geneva. 

There are signe that a new Rifi ofirensive is imiinent in 
Morocco along the whole #rench front. Severe cold and heavy 
rains cause much discomfort among the troops and make the task 
of provisioning the cannes very difficult. 

The Inter-Allied Comaission for the assesswent of danuge 
caused by the Allied troops in itiacedonia during the war completeé 
its investigations. 


x Hf 3 ° 

Delegates arrived in London for the signature of the 
Locarno Treaties. All the Powers concerned, except Italy, sent 
their Foreign Finisters to sign the documents. Italy is repres- 
ented by Signor Scialoja and the Italian Ambassador. 

Te first detachment of British troops left Cologne for 
Viesbaden under the new evacuation arrange:ents. 

l’e Loucheur, tee new French Finance inister, made a state- 
ment to the Press with reyerd to the principles on which his 
nolicy will be based. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlein was anpointed Knisht of the Garter. 

Severe stor:ns were exnerienced in the Weriha Valley in 
“orocco.e Abd-el-Krim's winter campaign is expected to be 
confined to minor harassing operations. 

A French attack on tiie Druses at Hasaberya is imninent. 

The Druse leader, Zeid el atrash, issued a wanifesto to the 
Druses, the Sannites and Shiites in the Lebanon, in wiiich he 
accuses the French of promoting religious strife and distributing 
arms to otner sects with tris object. 

The Rumbold Comuission arrived in Geneva. 


55 EXER 18T. 

A bill is to be laid before the french Chamber making pro- 
vision for raising tne limit of note issue by 7} milliards of 
france (£64,400,000) ani the limit of the advances which may be 
made by the Banquo de France to the Stato by 6 nilliards, 

(£42 ,000,000). 

The Rumanian Debt “ission accepted the American terms offered 
for the funding of the Ruasnian debt to tue United States. (See 
Notes & iews). 
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The Locarno Treaties were signed at the Foreign Office. 
All friction betveen Trotsky and the Central Ccmnittee 

of the Communist Party is at an end, and it is announced that 

he will actively resume his iiembership of the Political Bureaus ~  ~™ 
After a conference with M. de Jouvenel, the new srench 

Tish Commissioner for Syria, the Syro-Palestinian Comittee 

presented him with a petition asking for the withdrawal of the 

srencn from Syria and the abolition of the mandate. 


WEDWESDAY, DECHEISER OND. 

The new French Governnent's declaration of policy was read 
in the Chamrer. The text of i... Loucheur's Binance Bill was 
also read; it contains proposals for raising a number of taxes 
by 50% in order to cover advances to be obtained from the Lanque 
de France this month. 

Me Henri Bérenger is exnected to succeed Me Daeschner as 
french Anbassador in Washington. 

In response to an anpeal to the Italian public, more than 
80,000,000 lire (£666,666) have been received as voluntary 
subscriptions towards the first instalment in payment of Italy's 
debt to the United States. 

Lord Cecil left London for Geneva to attend the spnecial 
Cormittee of the Leaxue of Nations on disarmanent. 

f. de Jouvenel landed at Beirut. The situation in Damascus 
is uneazsy; it may becime necessary to shell certain quarters of 
the city used by the rebels. 





THURSDAY, DECEMBER SRD. 

Nelesates to the Locarno Conference left London for their 
respective countries. 

The Spanish Military Directory was replaced bya mixed 
civilian and military Cabinet with the Marquis de Estella as 
Prime ifinister. No vital change was indicated in the new Govern- 
ment's declaration of policy. 

The German-Italian Trade freaty Bill waa passed by the 
Reichstag. 

Trotsky returned to Moscow and resumed his duties after six 
weeks sick lenye. 

The French Finance Bill providing the Government with funds 
for tie New Year was passed in the Chauber of Deputies, witha 
Government majority of 6 votes on the vital division. The 
Government victory was entirély due to an appeal by M. Briand for 
support, in view of France's critical financial position. 

The Revort of the Rumbold Commission on the Greco-Bulgarian 
disnute was vublished in Geneva. 

Discussions took place between Party leaders in Berlin with 
rear.’ to the impending resignation of the German Goverznuent.e 


FRIDAY, DeCEMSER 4TH. 

The Frenca Finance Bill passed the Senate by 205 votes to 26. 
Article 4, whicn makes provision for furtiier inflation, and which 
passed the Chamber by 6 votes only, was carried in the Senate by 
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196 votes to 59. “. Friand's anpeal that no amendments should 
ve made owing to the urgency of the measure gas successful. 
The Council of the International Federation of Trade Unions 
(the Amsterdam International) met in Amsterdam, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. A.A. Purcell, i.P. 
we de Jouvenel, Frencen High Cormissioner in Syria, outlined 
to representatives of the Council of the Lebenon a program of 
collatoration between the Lebanon and France. | 
General satisfaction is exoressed in Sofia at the Rumbold 
Commission's Report, and recom:iendation that Greece should pay 
an indemnity to Rulgaria. 


SATURDAY, DECE*BER STE. 
French forces in Syria receptured Hasbeiya, the Druse 


religious centre, after heavy fighting. 

The Council of the International Federation of Trade Unions 
at its meeting in Amsterdam adovted a resolution reaffirming 
the decision thet the question of unity with Russian Traije Unions 
could not be discussed until the latter are prepared to accept 
tne rules and constitution of tne International. 

In accordance with the declarei intention of Herr Luther 
pefore the signature of the Locarno Pact in London, the German 
Cabinet resigned. Herr Luther was requested to continue the 
coniuct of affairs pendin;, the formation of a new Cabinet. 

The Italian Dett Mission returned to Rome from Washington. 

The Italo-Egyptian Agreement, by wnich the oasis of Jarabub 
is added to the Italian Colony of Cyrenaica, was signed in Cairo. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 7@H 


The League Council met at Geneva: the Greco-Eul,,arian 
dispute was discussed at length with NM. Rendis and Colonel 
Kalfoff, the Greek and Bulsarian delogates on the Rumbold 
Commission, and with Sir torace Rumbold. Discussion was adjourned 

-for further considerntion ef the Rumbold Report. 

Chang Tso-lin was ‘efeated near Cuinchow, Manchuria, by a 
former subordinate of his, Kuo Sun-ling, who is now advancing on 
Mukden. 

Consultations were held between President von Hindenburg 
and party leaders in Germany with regard to the formation of 
a new Cz2binet. 


General Laidoner returne? to Geneva from Mosul, where he 
has been making investigations on behalf of the League into 
Turkish deportations near the Brussels Line. The question of 
the <Ircaq bounsery was discussed by the League Council and a 
vote passed adonting tie advisory opinion given by the ingue 
Court (See Leaguc of Nations Notes). 

M. Loucheur's financial proposals were approved at a meeting 
of the Council of Ninisters in Paris. 
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The Iraq boundary was discuseed by the League Council, anda 
vote passed adopting the adviso:y opinion given by ths hegve 
Court (See League of Nations Kcies.) 

Me Berenger was appointed French Ambassador at Washington in 
succession to if. Dacechner. 

Many leading Nationalists were arrested in Damascus anda the 
Haurane Convoys leaving Dariascus were held up by brigends and 
obliged to return. The tclegranh line between Kureitra ana 
Demascus was again cut. 


WEDNESDAY, DECBVBER OTs 

Tre tex. cf if. Loucheur's first two financial bills was 
published (Sse vage 2.) 

Fighting is reported from China in the n3ighbourhood of 
Tisntsin and cand Pekinzg-Tisntsln train service was sutnended. 
Chang Tso-lin is provaring to defend Mukden, now threatened by the 
advance of Kuo Sun-ling. 

The League Councli sat in aceres to consider the problem of 
disarmament, and held a public sitting at which ths reconstruction 
of Austria was discussed. Tne Mosul question is postpened pending 
the translation of General Laidoner‘s report. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER _1OTH. 

He Tour mlour'sS Siuencial Bill met with general opposition in 
the Chamoer and 48 unlikely to pass without drastic altcration. 

General Laiaoner reported to tin League Councis. on the 
situavion near Mosul on the Brussele Tine, and endoraca tire previous 
reports of Turkish deportations of Groistians. Turkish delegates 
did not attena ths mesting of the Courciie 

The Beriin Gonfereice betwoen the General Council of the 
British Treaes Unicn Congress and those of the Red international 
of Moscow was concludede 

At a meeting cf the Council of the Greater Lebanon held to 
consider amendments to the constitviion, a Committes was appointed 
on which varicvs sections of the Syrian community were repreconted, 
to go into tre cuestion. 

General. rerening, head of trs Tacna-Arica Platiscite Commission, 
fixed April 15th as the date for the plebdiscits. The Chilean 
revresentative has appealed for an earlier daie. 


ERUDAY, DEC#YSER_LITH. 


if, Ghitcoherin arrived in Paris in connection with the Russian 


debt to Fraiste. 
Me. Loucneur exmiained his policy of fingncial reconstruction to 


Finance Comaititee of the Chander. he OUucluook remains crivical. 
T2106 ttituis of the curki sii dsiéesation at Ganeva tonds +9 make 
opinion -i0re favourabl: to tne Anzlo-lvagql clain. it is troughs 


that the Council may reco:send a new frontier rether than make en 
arbitral award on “‘osul. 

Discussions continue in Ferlin with the object of forming a 
"Grand Coalition" embracing the Socialists end People's Party to 
form the basis of a new majority government. 
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VATIONS NOTES. 





IV. LEAGUE OP 








Th: Council of the League met on December 7th. Its Agenda 
wes published in the last issue of the Bulletin. | 
Tne report of Sir Horace Rumbold's Comuission on the Greek- 
Bulgarian 4ispute was presented to and discussed by the Council. | 
Tire report recomnented that Greece a3 the violator of the Covenant 
should nay an indesnity to Bulgaria of £55,000 surject to a deduction 
as indemnity for the Greek officer killed under flag of truce at 
the outbreak of the dispute; thrat 2 nixed commission of conciliation 
be set up consisting of a Greek, a Bulgarian and a neutral to settle 
such incidents in the future; that ea svecial tody of frontier guards 
be set up with = neutral officer attached to each on exch side of 
the frontier; that snecial facilities for communications ani transit 
should te grantei to the Secretariat of the Leasue and the members 
of the Co-ncil in case of «= danger of war; that it was of the 
utmost importance in the interests of both Greece and Bulgaria to 
remove the two causes of discontent on this frontier, namely, that 
the carrying out of the Convention for the voluntary exchange of 
populations should be hastened and secondly that the Bulgarians who 
have returned to Bulgaria from Greece leaving their property in 
Greece sould be compensated for the loss of their property by the 
Greek Governnent in return for a ssunrantee that tiese Bulgarians 
will not exercise their right, uncer the linority Treaties, to go 
back to Greece. 
Colonel Kalfoff, the Bulgarian Yoreign ‘‘inister, accepted 
the renort on behalf of his country with one or two minor reserva- 
tions. Me Rendis, representing Greece, objected strongly to the 
renarations recomiendation and indicated that the Greek Governnent 
might refer this point to the Hague Court. On the proposal of Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, tne question was adjourned. 


Mosul. 

The Council considered tne reply of the Permanent Court to the 
questions addressed to it by the Council at its previous session and 
decided unanimously to accent the oninion of the Court that the 
Council wis comnetent to give an arbitral decision on the Mosul 
question and tiat any arbitral decision siust be unanimous excluding 
the votes of Britain and Turkey. The Turkish delegate nrotested 
ngainst tue comnetence of the Court and nointed out that the decision 
was given although Turkey was not represented at tie Court. The 
Sub-Committee of the Council isestill unable to come to a unanimous 
decision. The mnetter will ve considered regain next weck. 


he Disnrmanrent Enguiry. 
tre Comaittes a-nointe: by the Council for ueking the prelimin- 
ary enquiries prensratory to « disarmanent conference in tne future 
met on Decerirer Sra. It cecided that a com ission should be sect 
up to consist of renvresentatives of tue ten nemver-States of the 
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Council, and in addition, of Russia, the United States, Germany, 
Holland, Hungery, Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania and Jugo-Slavia. 

The Comuittee has been engaged in drawing up the program 

of work with which this commission is to be charged. The 
French view has been that the nunber of shins, guns, regiments 
and so forth is insignificant in comparison with the power which 
2 highly organized State may rapidly acquire. Previous nilitary 
training coupled with skilful industrial organization would 
swiftly convert a jisarmed country into a formidable fignting 
power. The :'rench take the view that t.ese consiidjerations 
should be assessed when reckoning the notential fighting power 
of a country. The British contention is that it would be 
necessary, in that case, to include such things as the energy or 
laziness, courage or timidity, of the population, as well as the 
extent to which public opinion might be roused; that all these 
things are hypothetical and that therefore the only possible 
basis of calculation is armaments plus the industrial munition- 
producing capacity. The Committee is trying to reconcile these 
two views. 


(By the courtesy of the League of Nations 
Union. ) 


Political Changes Abroad ( continued) 


As if to redress the balance of autocracy thus menaced by 
the partial return of Spain to constitutional government, Signor 
Mussolini has recently secured approval at the hands of the 
Italian Senate of a bill making the cfrficé of Prime Ministocr 
responsible, not to Parliament, but to the King alone, thereby 
consumnating his struggle against parliamentary government. 
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FORTHCO:ING EVENTS. 





DEC: BER 215T. 


JANUARY 15TH. 
JANUARY 15TH. 


FEBRUARY ? 


MARCH 1LOTH. 


MARCH SOPH. 








Meeting of the Board of 


Jirectors of tre International 


Institute on Inteilectual 
Co-operation. 


Supervisory TJommission. 


feeting of the Permanent 
International Cormuission 

of the International 

Chamber of Commerce for 

the Protection of Industrial 
Property. 


Extraordinary Session of 
the Per.rzanent Hendates 
Comiission. 


58th Session of the Council 
of the League of Nations. 


West African Interchange of 
Colonial Medical Officers, 
lst Meeting. 








Paris. 


Geneva. 


Paris. 


Rome. 


Geneva. 





